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MARS — Bringing Families Together 


by JOC Lon Cabot, USN and Capt. David Veazey, USN, Ret. 


MARS is the Military Affiliate Radio System made 
up of a network of amateur, professional and mil- 
itary radio operators whose primary mission is to 
provide emergency communications on_ local, 
national and international levels in addition to nor- 
mal naval communications. But MARS does a lot 
more — it provides links between military people 
overseas and their families back home. 

“Over the years Navy/Marine Corps MARS has be- 
come quite a complex system,” said Arthur Delperdaumg, 
deputy chief of NAVMARS. “In addition to our afloat 
and overseas communications programs, we operate 
specialty networks.” 

MARS specialty ‘“‘nets’’ include an Arctic network, 
used to communicate with people wintering-over in the 
Arctic and Antarctic; a high technology network; aslow- 
scan television network, which is experimenting with a 
television system that could eventually allow transmis- 
sion of pictures of newborns to fathers overseas or 
aboard ship and a phone-patch network. 

The phone-patch program permits two-way, voice- 
radio communications between people aboard ships at 


Retired Navy Captain David Veazey spends countless hours at his 
Continued on page 2 MARS station, bringing families closer together. 


Ted Cohen: Bringing Technology to People 


“Computers, like other things, require tender loving 
care. Here are a few tips to make sure your computer 
stays in the peak of-health. I’m Ted Cohen with Report 
on Personal Computers ...”” 

The voice of Ted Cohen was first carried over the air 
waves when he tinkered with a ham radio as an 11-year- 
old in Wisconsin. Now, more than 30 years later, his 
program “Report on Personal Computers,” is heard 
coast to coast, five times a week, on various CBS- 
affiliated radio stations. 

A Senior Member of the Institute of Electrical and 
Electronics Engineers, Inc. (IEEE), Theodore J. Cohen is 
not the typical professional radio broadcaster: he works 
full time in Virginia as advanced program director for a 
California-based defense contractor, Ventana Sciences 
Inc. But ever since a friend suggested that he broadcasta 
consumer technology report on a local radio station, the 
rapid sequence of events led Dr. Cohen to create a 
company, Media-Tech, to deal with the increased flow 
of business. 

His career as radio broadcaster started last October, 
when he gave his first report on personal computers at 
the local Washington station, WTOP. 

Since then, Dr. Cohen has acquainted his listeners 
with modems, printers, and other peripherals and has 
even posed the question: Does everyone really need a 
personal computer? (His frank answer is no, not yet 
anyway.) The reports are 90-second segments that treat a 
variety of topics, from-how to select the proper hardware 
and software to some of the social problems of a compu- 
ter society. 

Last December, Dr. Cohen met someone from CBS 
Radio Stations News Service who requested that he bring 
in a few samples of his broadcasts. As a result, he was 
selected from among four competitors to air on CBS- 
affiliated stations, with the opportunity to be aired on 
various independent stations as well. To date, 16 U-S. 
stations, including many in major cities, and one Cana- 
dian outfit have picked up the report. 


MARS Continued from page 1 


sea and those ashore who have access to a civilian tele- 
phone. The technical items which make this service pos- 
sible are a radio transmitter and receiver aboard ship, a 
transmitter and receiver at some point on shore, the 
domestic telephone network — including long-distance 
service and, of course, the necessary operators to run the 
system. 

Retired Navy Captain David J. Veazey, who has been 
active in Navy short-wave communications for more 
than half a century, operates a MARS phone-patch net 
from his home in Alexandria, Virginia. 

“The phone-patch network is probably the facet of 
MARS most Navy and Marine Corps families are familiar 
with,” he said. “During 1982, the entire MARS afloat 
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Dr. Cohen, who has tried to increase public under- 
standing of personal computers at all levels (he also 
authored a coloring book about them called The Magic 
Machine), said that he tries to popularize technology 
without distorting it. 

From his radio features, Dr. Cohen is currently writing 
a syndicated news column, which is being marketed by 
Egerstrom Enterprises Syndication in Maplewood, MN. 
He has extensive experience in print journalism as the 
author of columns and articles on political and technical 
issues for Amateur Radio trade magazines. Dr. Cohen 
started college at the University of Wisconsin as an elec- 
trical engineering major, graduating with degrees in 
physics and geophysics. 

(©1983 IEEE. Reprinted with permission from The Institute, 
Volume 7, Number 9, September 1983.) 


Dr. Ted Cohen, Amateur Radio operator and computer expert, pounds 
out another edition of “Report on Personal Computers” on his home 


computer. (Photo by Tazio Arakawa) 


network handled more than 100,000 phone-patch calls,” 
he said. “I handled 8,000 of those calls and operated my 
MARS station for more than 1,500 hours. 

“There are currently some 353 ships in the Navy 
equipped and authorized to participate in the phone- 
patch program, and membership is growing daily,” he 
added. “There are more than 70 MARS shore facilities 
located in 29 states. Sixteen of those stations are in 
Virginia.” 

Most MARS stations are privately owned and housed 
at no cost to the government, and are located in the 
states along each coast. 

MARS shore members are people from all walks of life. 

Continued next page 


Amateurs Do More Than ‘Ham it Up’ 


by Jean Streetman of the Milton Press Gazette 


MILTON, FL — The word ‘‘amateur’’ sometimes seems 
somewhat incongruous when preceding the words 
“radio operator.’’ Amateur or ham radio operators often 
are responsible for saving lives. And they frequently put 
a great deal of time and money into this so-called 
“hobby.” 

Ham or Amateur Radio operators can be the sole 
source of communications if a hurricane hits, for exam- 
ple, or if for some other reason the telephone lines are 
down. They can go on emergency power, either genera- 
tor or battery-powered. 

Jimmy Stewart of Milton, Florida is one such qualified 
Amateur Radio operator. In fact, he is the Radio Amateur 
Civil Emergency Service (RACES) Communications 
Officer for Santa Rosa County, Florida. This is not a 
paying job. During regular hours the 48-year old Stewart 
is the Building Maintenance Director of Santa Rosa 
County. 

Stewart’s job as RACES Communications Officer is 
activated only when an emergency has been declared. 

“We would be the one providing the [radio] commun- 
ications,” said Stewart. 

Stewart has held his position as RACES Communica- 
tions Officer for three to four months and has not had to 
deal directly with any emergency communications yet. 
But he has been involved with dealing more directly with 
emergencies themselves. 

In the event of a disaster such as a hurricane, RACES is 
responsible for setting up communication between all 
the shelters and the Civil Defense office and communi- 
cation with people in other cities, according to Stewart. 

Another enthusiastic Amateur Radio operator in Mil- 
ton is Rudy Hubbard. He is the Public Information 
Officer in North Florida for the American Radio Relay 
League (ARRL). 

Ham radio operators can be involved with many facets 
of communicating. There is traffic, which is the handling 


MARS continues 


Most developed their interest in radio communications 
by becoming licensed Amateur Radio operators. They 
may have been attracted to the MARS program through 
active military service or inspiration from a_ family 
member. One thing is certain — to a person, they are 
using their interests and talents in a way that benefit all 
military people. 


WANT TO KNOW MORE ABOUT THE AMATEUR 
RADIO SERVICE? Contact Perry Williams, ARRL’s 


Washington Area Coordinator, and arrange for a 
personal visit by calling (202) 296-9107. 


of messages such as radiograms; DX hunting, where 
hams talk with other hams in other countries; “rag chew- 
ing,” which is talking to other amateurs and friends, and 
public service operators who operate the emergency 
frequencies. 

Another facet in the Amateur Radio field is ARES 
(Amateur Radio Emergency Service). For example, the 
Amateur Radio operators can go out with walkie talkies 
and provide necessary communication between wher- 
ever it is needed, according to Hubbard. An example of 
when ARES is used would be during a long-distance run. 


(Reprinted with permission from The Milton, Florida Press Gazette) 


Ham radio operator Jimmy Stewart uses his Amateur Radio equipment 
to save lives and property during emergencies. 
(photo by Jean Streetman) 


The only cost to MARS phone-patch users is the long- 
distance collect charge from the shore radio station to 
the family residence. If they desire, recipients of MARS 
calls may ask the operator where the call is from, which 
will simplify matters at bill-paying time. 

“During the thousands of hours I’ve spent connecting 
people via MARS, I’ve heard some amazing exchanges.” 

Some of the conversations during a typical month of 
phone patches include calls from commanding officers, 
priority calls and conversations with information like: 
“She was pregnant and needed an appendectomy, 
too...” “Both mother and baby are doing fine now...” 
“That’s what your new baby sounds like...” 

— Adapted from Wifeline, The Magazine for Navy Families 
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There are over 6000 cable systems in the United States. 
Some have interfered with aircraft and Amateur Radio 
where the cable uses the same frequencies. These cables 
are intended to be closed systems which neither radiate 
interference to licensed radio services nor let radio sig- 
nals in. Cable systems that were improperly installed or 
have deteriorated with age leak signals which are strong 
enough to disrupt radio services. 

Cable TV signal leakage was the topic of a seminar in 
August 1983 of members of the Society of Cable Televi- 
sion Engineers (SCTE). Representatives of the ARRL par- 
ticipated in this seminar and explored ways that cable 
operators and radio operators can cooperate. 

The League has filed a petition with the Federal Com- 
munications Commission (FCC) asking that cable TV 
operators be required to discontinue their use of certain 
radio frequencies assigned to the Amateur Radio Service 
if their leakage into the airwaves is not curbed. This 
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petition was necessitated by only a small percentage of 
the same cable operators who are either unable or 
unwilling to meet existing FCC rules concerning leak- 
age. At the working level, cooperation between cable TV 
engineers and radio amateurs has been productive in a 
number of cases; however, cable TV companies at the 
corporate level must place greater emphasis upon pro- 
viding the necessary resources to the engineers of their 
local systems. 

Where good communication exists between the ama- 
teur community and the local cable company, and 
where the company makes a good-faith effort to main- 
tain a “tight” system and respond quickly to complaints, 
cable television and Amateur Radio can be good neigh- 
bors and partners in public service. If all cable companies 
willingly met their legal responsibilities, the ARRL peti- 
tion would have been unnecessary. 


NON-PROFIT ORGANIZATION 
U.S. POSTAGE 


American Radio Relay League, Inc. PAID 


Hartford, Conn. 
Permit 2929 


225 Main Street, 6010163 F2 Wecr 


Newington, Connecticut 06111; TA 3 A MAXWELL 
telephone (203) 666-1541. PO. tar 473, WEL 
Victor C. Clark REDWOCOD ESTATES CA 95044 


President 


David Sumner 
General Manager 


Peter R. O’Dell 
Editor 


Wayne T. Yoshida 
Associate Editor 


4 AMATEURADIO, NOVEMBER 1983 


